In addition to the usual ethical problems such as euthanasia, the book includes such unusual but important problems as 'the morality of buying organ transplants', 'forcing medical care on prisoners', 'health care personnel and the right to strike' and 'placebo usage in clinical trials of lifesaving drugs'. One of the contributions to the last problem is a brilIiant critique of the controlled clinical trial which should be read by all clinical statisticians.
Some pleasing aphorisms appear such as 'that ethics cannot be taught. It can only be learned', and the style is pleasantly free from jargon. Much of the success of the book, which can be strongly recommended to all senior medical students and their teachers, is due to the efficient editing, which is a model of its kind. WILLIAM The book is based on 183 cases and is divided into six chapters. After a brief introduction which states the problem, the second chapter deals in detail with the techniques used for assessing the morphological changes under the various stresses imposed on the pulmonary circulation and bronchial circulation by congenital heart diease. Formulae for quantitative assessment are supplied.
Chapters three and four deal with the low pressure group with normal or decreased transpulmonary blood flow and the high pressure group with increased transpulmonary blood flow. Histiograms and graphs are supplied in each of these chapters, illustrating the results that have been obtained.
The fifth chapter is devoted to associated bronchial and visceral anomalies with various congenital heart diseases, which may beassociated with pulmonary isomerism, asplenia or polysplenia. Reference to other reported cases is made and the points raised are well argued. The last chapter summarizes the studies.
The book concludes with case descriptions of the 183 cases, stating clinical history, relevant laboratory findings and autopsy diagnosis. The book is amply supplied with technically good illustrations, and the bibliography is extensive.
The authors hoped that the clinical correlation -which is stressed in this book -would bridge the gulf between anatomical and physiological data. 1 think that they have fully succeeded. This volume will be of great value to clinicians and pathologists alike, who are concerned with the study of congenital heart disease and the effect it has on the pulmonary and bronchial circulations.
EGJOLSEN

Consultant Pathologist National Heart Hospital, London
Addiction and Brain Damage. D Richter (ed) pp 305 £15.95 London: Croom Helm 1980 This is a very exciting book. Every now and then a particular area of scientific endeavour seems suddenly to have about it a sense of vibrance and optimism. That is what is happening in the study of the biological basis of dependence and alcoholrelated brain damage -and this book catches the frontier spirit.
There are individual contributions here of great distinction which have been well edited to tell a whole story. The tone is set with an introductory chapter by Sir Hans Krebs on the effects of alcohol on metabolic processes. Other chapters include contributions on catecholamine derived alkaloids in dependence, the effect of alcohol on the cell membrane, the transport of nutrients in the brain, and a consideration of dopamine systems and the role of opioid peptides. A number of clinical reports give research data on CAT scan studies, endocrine dysfunction and hypoglycaemia, monoamine oxidase activity, and studies of vitamin status in alcoholism.
The sad fact is that many conference proceedings offer as much new material as the last half-hour of a church jumble sale. This book is the very antithesis of such productions; it gives that true rush of joy known to every bargain hunter when he finds something for which he was looking.
GRIFFITII EOW AROS
Professor of Addiction Behaviour
Institute of Psychiatry, London Many of the contributors have made distinguished experimental and conceptual contributions to the explanation and understanding of psychological behavioural disorders and the roles played in them by neuropathological, neurophysiological and genetic risk factors. All chapters are so lucidly written that they constitute excellent teaching material which can be readily supplemented by more recent conceptualizations, research data and even more comprehensive deductions from these. From this point of view, the chapters on autism, retardation, Huntington's chorea and malnutrition seem to fit a modern cognitive approach less well than the traditional and somewhat inadequate psychometric analysis of behaviour and performance deficits retained here.
But even those sections of the book, more than half of it, concerned with so-called functional and learned vulnerability and/or disorders, exhibit either an uneven balance between the old and the new in modem cognitive psychology, or where they employ the new such as sensory overload, disinhibition or attention and thought processes, they fail to define in depth, or ignore, crucial influences. This applies particularly to developmental processes, semantic acquisition of knowledge and relationships, and recent cognitive interpretations of stress (or, to be correct, stressors), and anxiety. These omissions are probably more unfortunate for the many theoretical positions adopted vis-a-vis the schizophrenias than for the status of current models of depression and neurosis which can be (and have been) expanded to include them. The sophisticated reader will look unavailingly for index references to stress, anxiety, schemata, semantic networks, cognitive structures, memory or language.
VERNON HAMILTON
Senior Lecturer in Psychology
University of Reading Atlas of Ultrastructure: ultrastructural features in pathology. C H Tseng (ed) pp 400 £21.15 London: Prentice-Hall 1980 This atlas contains 200 electron micrographs of a variety of pathological lesions together with a short descriptive paragraph for each. It is aimed at electron microscopists, physicians studying for higher exams, medical students and pathology residents.
To have such pictures presented in isolation from any clinical background and light microscopical context is not a good idea, and a considerable knowledge of diagnostic histopathology and normal ultrastructural cellular appearances is needed to be able to understand them. The difficulties of interpretation ate not helped by the paucity of markers on the micrographs. Exact indications of the structures are a vital necessity to those not already extremely familiar with the appearances of basal lamina, elastic fibres, ribosome lamellar complexes, tubulated bodies, etc.
For the serious diagnostic electron microscopist the illustrations are too selective. There is no indication of the possible range of appearances in different lesions and the criteria for inclusion of pathological processes in the atlas are very puzzling. For example, there are 45 micrographs from the liver but only 3 from the breast.
The standard of the micrographs themselves is very variable and in several instances the magnifications are too low to display the features claimed to be present, e.g. hepatitis B virus in liver cells. The text is brief and sometimes misleading, as in the use of 'epithelial cell' instead of 'epithelioid cell' in relation to sarcoidosis.
This book is unsuitable for either medical students or physicians and of only limited use to pathologists and electron microscopists.
JULIE CROW
Senior Registrar in Histopathology Northwick Park Hospital. Harrow
Retinal Detachment Surgery. A H Chignell pp 166 DM 64 Berlin: Springer 1980
It is refreshing to find a new book on retinal detachment surgery which includes, within a reasonable compass, a logical approach to the diagnosis and management of rhegmatogenous retinal detachment. In a developing field, any new contribution to the literature must be subject to limitations, and the author has made it clear in the preface that vitreous surgery has not been included. There is now a sufficiency of literature upon this particular subject to enable the reader to follow up a study of Chignell's book with a perusal of the relevant contributions on vitreous surgical techniques.
The present volume will provide the ophthalmologist in training with a practical and sequential approach to the diagnostic techniques, the assessment of the most suitable intervention for an individual case, and the methods involved in the surgical procedure. Not intended for the trained ophthalmologist specializing in retinal surgery, it provides for the postgraduate student, the resident in ophthalmology, and the ophthalmic surgeon whose practice is general, but
